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Letter of the European Trade Union Confederation  
 
Dear Minister Vedat Isikhan,  
 
Yesterday, we were informed that this time, it is Remzi Çalışkan, Vice President of DISK 
and President of Genel-iş Union (General Services Union, affiliated to both the European 
Federation of Public Service/EPSU and the Public Services International/PSI ) who has 
unlawfully been detained in an early morning house raid. He is accused under the Anti-
Terror Law (TMK), as well as apparently 14 other Turkish citizens:  journalists, human 
rights activists, and even a mayor. As usual, his lawyers have no access to the file which 
is “secret”.  
 
We recall that the EU Commission recently pointed at the fact that: “The overall situation 
of human rights in the country has not improved and remains an issue of concern (….) 
The Turkish legislation on freedom of assembly and association but also its 
implementation are not in line with the European standards and the international 
conventions that Türkiye is party to. (…) During the reporting period, the ECtHR found 
several new breaches of the ECHR related mainly to the excessive use of force by security 
forces, unjustified detention, the right to a fair trial, the right to liberty and security and 
freedom of assembly and association”.   
 
This latest arrest of Remzi Çalışkan is yet another attack on independent trade unions in 
Türkiye and constitute a blatant act of trade union harassment and a serious violation of 
the above mentioned freedom of association.  
 
On behalf of the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) - and its 45 million 
members, from 94 trade union organisations in 42 European countries - we urge you 
therefore to release our fellow trade unionist, and wish to be kept informed of your 
interventions in this urgent matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Esther Lynch, 
General Secretary of the European Trade Union Confederation 
 

Prof. Dr. Vedat Işıkhan - Minister of Labour and Social Security 
Türkiye Cumhuriyeti Çalışma ve Sosyal Güvenlik Bakanlığı 
Emek Mahallesi Naci AYVALIOĞLU Caddesi No:13  
06520 Çankaya / ANKARA                           
ozelkalem@csgb.gov.tr  
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